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parvatham. His desire was to see the Lord as Krishna in His
different leelas. In response to the prayers, God appeared before
him and asked him to go to Thillai Thiruchitrakutam and offer
prayers to Him there and He assured him that He would fulfil
his wish at Thiruchitrakutam. Accordingly, the rishi went to
Thillai, had his bath in Pundarika saras and prayed to Perumal.
God is said to have appeared on 18 days in 18 different forms
depicting the various Krishna leelas. Thus, one day the rishi
had the good fortune to see Kalinga nardhanam, another day
Poothana vatham, another day lifting the Govardhana mountain
and on subsequent days in His Varaha roopam, Narasimha
roopam, Trivikrama roopam, Parasurama roopam and Rama
roopam. Having enjoyed all these different leelas, the rishi
prayed to God to remain before him for ever as Venugopala
with four hands and having Rukinini and Satyabama with Him.
Hence it is that even today in Thiruchitr^kutam,God in His
archa form is seen as Venugopala with four hands and with
Rukimini and Satyabama by His side.
Another interesting story connected with Thiruchitraku-
tam deals with the manner in which God rushed to the rescue
of Ambarika rishi. Once upon a time, Ambarika Maharaja be-
longing to Surya vamsam was performing a yaga. The yaga cow
was stolen by Indra. In the absence of the cow, the yaga could
not be continued. The Raja therefore went to Thiruchitraku-
tam and on the banks of Nirjarai saras built a small temple. He
installed the idol of Ranganatha and worshipped him. One day,
it was Ekadasi. The King had observed the Ekadasi vratham
and had fasted. The next day it was dwadasi. The King finished
his prayers and was about to break his fast when Durvasa rishi
arrived. He asked for food. The rishi also said that he would go,
have his bath and return quickly before partaking of the food.
In the meantime, Ambarika could not break his fast as the rules
require that the athithi i.e. the guest should be fed first. Time
was running out. The King was anxious to break his fast within
the dwadasi gadia. He therefore took a sip of tulasi water so
that symbolically he could treat it that the Ekadasi vratha was
broken within the prescribed dwadasi gadias. Even as the King
was sipping the tulasi water, Durvasa returned. He got annoyed
and said that Ambarika Raja had committed a sin in having eaten